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NURSING NOTES 

THe TERRITORIAL NURSING SERVICE. 
LARGELY attended meeting was held at 
‘A he Mansion House on Monday, to form a 
committee for the City of London unit. The pro- 
igs are reported on anothér page, and it 
be found that the scheme is forging ahead, 
that nurses are not found lacking in the 
otic feeling that inspires our male volunteer 
The Queen has consented to be presi- 
It is interesting to note that enrolment 
st rapid in the provinces, and especially in 
ind, the Aberdeen centre being the first to 
lete its formation. Unfortunately, there has 
a serious disagreement with regard to the 
and the matrons of some large hos- 
s are likely to withdraw their support; and 
irses working in hospitals must ask permis- 
to send in their names it may be that the 
ion unit will not contain nurses actually 
in these hospitals. Under the present 
ngement, any nurse of good character and 
a three years’ certificate from a recognised 
ng school may join this Territorial Service, 
cal committees being responsible for seeing 
her references are satisfactory by making 
ries every year of any matron, superinten- 
or doctor she may be working with, and 
the power to refuse any nurse whose 
s they do not consider adequate or up-to- 
This gives the individual nurse the oppor- 
’ of personally showing her patriotism and 


iUtions, 





being directly under the eye, as it wer2, of the 
committee, and the system, provided that the 
local committees carry out their work carefully, 
seems to us perfectly sound. 

Several matrons of experience and judgment, 
however, hold an entirely opposite opinion, among 
them bei .ing Miss Liickes (London Hospital), Miss 
Swift (Guy’s), Miss Davies (St. Mary’s), Miss 
Heather-Bigg (Charing Cross), and Miss Bland 
(Poplar). The Hon. Sydney Holland also con- 
siders the conditions entirely impracticable; and 
it is rumoured, though we accept no responsibility 
for the statement, that two other large hospitals 
are also opposed to the scheme. They consider 
that the point at issue is not: Shall nurses indi- 
vidually have the opportunity of enrolling? but: 
How shall our sick soldiers be best nursed in 
case of invasion? For the matron is naturally 
the best judge of a nurse’s fitness fcr such 
special work, and the reference of a doctor with 
whom a private nurse may be working may in 
some cases merely reflect his appreciation of her 
personality, and not necessarily guarantee her 
fitness for the work of nursing soldiers. They 
also feel that the present scheme, which will 
allow all or any of the nurses of a hospital to 
volunteer without consideration for the con- 
venience of the hospital or for the fact that it 
will have to go on with its work during the war, 
will make the carrying on of the civil hospital 
impossible in the event of war; while the annual 
sorting-out of nurses to keep the balance even 
and allow for efficient work when the territorial 
nurses are drawn off, will add greatly to the 
matron’s work: Moreover, the nurse who volun- 
teers now may, when war breaks out, be in a 
very different position, and it may well be impos- 
sible for the civil hospital to spare her; or the 
hospital volunteer of to-day may be private 
nursing a few years hence, and it is obviously 
impossible for her to leave a private patient until 
another nurse is found. And where, they ask, 
would the large number of nurses come from 
who would be required to act as substitutes? 
They consider, in short, that the present scheme 
does not ensure either that the best nurses will 
be selected, or that the number will be ready. 
Their proposal is to let each matron guarantee 
to supply a certain number of nurses, choosing 
the individual members herself when their ser- 
vices were required. Therefore, considering the 
present lines undesirable and unworkable, they 
will not give any active support. This was not 
made clear at the meeting, which was convened 
simply for formal business and not to discuss 
regulations which had been already sanctioned, 
nor was it understood by all that the names given 
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a committee and not 


which there is disagree- 

drawn up by an Advisory Council, 
the matrons of all the chief London 
consisting of the Duchess of Mont- 

ed Keogh, K.C.B., Director-General 
Service, Miss Ualdane, LL.D., 

c Countess of Derby, the Countess 
the Lady Helen Monro Ferguson, the 
Miss McCall Anderson, R.R.C., 
Davies, Miss Hamilton, Miss Hughes, 
Miss Vernet, and Miss Sidney Browne, 
cretary) They believe that only such 
in active hospital work 
a ed by their matrons to enrol as can 

be spared without hampering the work, that the 
efliciency of the nurses will be guaranteed by 
most careful and continued inquiries on the 
matron, and that the 
nt that would be necessary 
r positions in the hospital, 
matron to take 
o encourage her nurses in this 


hurses 


he or anising 
uuble for a 


cretted that a disagreement 
itiation of such a splendid 

consider it would 
nurses the chancs 


al d 


ce: we 
irom 
xpression ol patriotism, can 
when the service is fully and 
nrolled, the result will 
stem adopted, and perhaps win the 
who me believe that it is not 

in organising a 
umber of the committee 

of n and superintendents, 
hoped that they will come forward 
management, as it ought to be, in 


members of the 


successful 


Tyrvy? 
atrons 


professior 

Boarp NURSES. 

of the managers of the 
District on Saturday, 
‘s affecting the nursing 


ASYLUMS 

Li ry meet I pad 

\sylum 
*uss1ION. 

from the Local Government 

1anagers’ observations, 

we commented on 

to the tax on nurses in 

subseribe to Christmas 

It was suggested that only 

from the Local 

evil It was 

hospitals were slack 

patients requiring atten- 

give nurses the option 

without pay or 

altog ther It would 


o set busy times 


some 


e terms 


St » th » 
op the 


»( ympulsorv 


employme 


what nurses could 
holiday at their 
if they were in a 
times the writer 

the nursing staff 

ipon it, and 

the twelve 





hours of duty. That might surely count as some 
set-off in slack time. 

The chairman said that Mr. Burns had stated 
in the House that the practice of subscribing for 
presents should be discontinued forthwith. 

Mr. Walter Dennis said the number of patients 
in the Board’s hospitals varied to such a degree 
that they did not require the same nursing staff 
at one period of the year as at another. To grant 
leave without pay was an alternative, highly ap. 
preciated by the staff, to a reduction of the stati 
[hey wanted to have regard for the ratepayers 
and also for the nursing staff, who had served 
them well. The experiment was made for the first 
time last year and it had worked extremely well 

After some further discussion, the matter was 
referred to the Hospitals Committee. 


NEw Poor 

Wuiust there is, of course, ample scope ior 
hope that the new infirmary at Wandsworth may 
when fully built, supersede in some degree the 
old one, nothing very definite has yet been 
settled, and as changes are no doubt imminent 
in Poor Law infirmaries long before the structur 
that is to surmount the foundation stone laid 
recently by Canon Curtis 1s complete, those 
sponsible will have realised the structural inade- 
quacy of a great part ol the old infirmary ( not- 
the wards converted from the old work- 
house) to meet the standard of modern nursing 
requirements. The Wandsworth Union and In- 
firmary is one of largest in the metropolis 
having a population of more than half a million 
[he new institution which is being erected in 
St. James’s Road, Wandsworth Common, will 
accommodate 600 patients, which makes the total 
provision for the sick amount to 1,300 beds. It 
is a noteworthy point that during the past year 
the structural awkwardness has been an impor- 
tant factor, though not by any means the onl) 
one, in necessitating a considerable increase 
nursing staff, eight new charge nurses having 
been added, and four probationers and one night 
superintendent. This brings the total number 
nursing staff to eighty-six, with the exception 
two night superintendents, a home sister, a) 
assistant matron. With the increase of staff ha: 
arrived another important innovation concerning 
the off-duty hours of the nurses. Previous to t 
alteration it must be frankly owned that t 
method by which the nurses all came on duty 
together and left together was totally undesirabi: 
and it will help other matrons who are struggling 
with equally necessary poor law reforms to hi 
that this great change came about quite naturall; 
as soon as the matter was placed in its true light 
the Guardians. Now the hours on- a 
off-duty are as follows:—Day nurses from 7 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., night nurses from 8 p.m. to 8 a.1 
The sisters have one half-day, two afternoo: 
and one evening off each week, and two ho 
every evening; probationers have one morning 
one half-day, one aiternoon, one evening, a 
two hours on two evenings of every week. 

We are pleased to notice the statement print 
at the bottom of the off-duty sheet to the eff 
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‘‘The above leave of absence is contingent 

. the condition of the patients in the wards.”’ 

paragraph is a most necessary and impor- 

one, authorising the matron, as it does, to 
what arrangements she thinks best in times 
ecial stress and emergency, and it is a para- 

h which will be especially appreciated by 

who have had experience of the difficulties 
nanaging an institution where cast-iron rules 
laid down ‘‘ By order of the Board.”’ 
TESTIMONIALS. 

MATTER of interest was debated at the last 
meeting of the Lambeth Guardians arising out 
of the request of a nurse to receive a testimonial ; 

as ascertained that she was neither leaving 

service of the Guardians nor seeking another 
ition. 

he Rev. Walter Hobbs, in opposing the ap- 
ition, remarked that considerable difficulty 

t be caused if the Board granted the testi- 

al now. For example, the nurse might be 

¢ her work well and entitled to a testimonial, 
supposing she had the testimonial and some- 
happened? Where would the Guardians 
the woman already had a eulogistic testi- 
Ye re- ionial? He did not think testimonials should be 
nade- given unless servants or officials were about to 
(not- or wanted to apply for other situations. 
work- ther guardian suggested that a nurse, when 
had secured her testimonial, might fall foul 
matron; in that case she would be in 
ssion of a weapon to be used against the 
ron, a weapon in the shape of a testimonial 
the Board. 

\fter further discussion the matter was referred 

to the Committee to deal with. 
(he question of testimonials is an important 
They should not be lightly or indiscrimin- 
npor- given, and should be as far as possible a 
only @ faithful record of work and conduct. Every 
f ile officer at the conclusion of a satisfactory 

of service should be entitled to receive a 
estimonial from the matron, or to ask that the 
matron should supply the particulars in each 

before a testimonial is given by the Board. 

thought of earning a good testimonial should 
as an incentive. We cannot see any reason 
ranting such a testimonial while the officer 

ll in the employment of the Board, or is 

mtemplating taking up fresh work. 

A Brave Norse. 
conduct of Nurse Murray, of the South- 
Fever Hospital, in saving the life of a 
at the sacrifice of her own health and 
singles her out as another of the devoted 
self-sacrificing members of the nursing pro- 

n, and though she has received such recogni- 

s can. legally be given by the Board, we may 

st that here is a fitting opportunity for the 

s of Mr. Carnegie’s Fund for Heroes. 
five-year-old patient was brought into the 

with diphtheria so advanced as to make im- 

operation the only possible hope of 
her life. Knowing that under medical 
she was debarred from carrying heavy 
ts, Miss Murray, without an instaut’s pause, 





seized the child and ran with her into the oper- 
ating theatre, with the result that the child is 
now recovering, but Nurse Murray has to give 
up nursing. She has been granted a gratuity of 
£50 by the M.A.B., who have no power to grant 
a pension under the circumstances; but one may 
well ask, What of the future that lies before this 
heroic nhurse, who is unable to follow her pro- 
fession now? Nurse Murray has twelve 
years’ service under the Board, and worked nobly 
in the small-pox epidemic seven years ago. 
THE VALUE OF THE Poor Law. 

THE poor we have always had with us, 
the methods of dealing with them have passed 
through many phases before the present system 
was arrived at. In an article in the current 
number of the Fortnightly Review on the value 
of the Poor Law, Mr. Harold Cox, M.P., first 
sketches its history in this country, and then 
criticises the present application of it. The basis 
of the existing Poor Law is to be found, he says, 
in two enactments of the end of Queen Eliza- 
beth’s reign, the one placing the relief of the 
poor in the hands of the churchwardens and 
overseers, who were to set the poor children to 
work as apprentices, provide work for the unem 
ployed, and relief for the impotent, the aged, and 
the blind; the other provided for the punishment 
of rogues, vagabonds, and sturdy beggars D\ 
whipping, by being sent to a house of correction 
or to gaol. It has undergone several changes 
since then, but its primary object has been to give 
to those who could not temporarily support them 
selves an alternative between starvation and 
crime. It would have a double result; it would 
prevent despair and revolt, and it would render 
unnecessary and inexcusable the practice of in- 
discriminate almsgiving, which directly tends to 
the creation of poverty. For this reason relief 
funds, free night shelters, and free meals, says 
Mr. Cox, are mischievous and demoralising, and 
produce a crowd of idle loafers, for when relief 
is given unconditionally the naturally idle will find 
idleness made more easy for them. He would 
have such charity made a penal offence, and 
would make all in need of relief go to the casual 
wards; but surely Mr. Cox does not imagine that 
the casual wards could cope with periodic waves 
of unemployment either general or local. He 
should distinguish between the unemployed work- 
man and the loafer, and make a distinction also 
in their treatment. Many will agree with his 
statement that it is unjust for the Guardians to 
use public money to assist persons whose wages 
are low. The real recipient of relief in this case 
is not the worker but the employer. We fear 
that until sweating is legally abolished and a 
living wage guaranteed, there will continue to be 
many employer recipients of relief. One of th 
most important duties of the Board of Guardians 
he says, is to seek out the relatives of the aged 
and sick in the workhouse and infirmary, and 
insist, if possible, that these relatives pay th 
full cost of the relief given. The article is 
interesting, but lacks the broad spirit of charity 
and common sense combined which is necessarv 
for a solution of this ever-present problem. , 
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MODERN FEVER NURSING neck is kept stretched, the head bent very slight y 
ie Joe Vieuweas M.D forwards. The operator stands in front of th @00 
: Sena, patient. When an intubator becomes expert, he ‘ 
\\ INTUBATION IN LARYNGEAL DIPHTHERIA. usually inserts the tube while the patient is lying 
NTUBATION is an operation in which a tube | down in bed. The child being pinned up in th 
I s passed via the mouth into the larynx and sw | usual way, a nurse stands at the top of the be 
through tl truction; the patient then breathes | and holds the head through the rails. Another 
through the tube nurse, on the patient’s left, holds the hands, as 
lts ad { ver tracheotomy at a) That | for tracheotomy (Fig. 28). The intubator stands 
no pre} e ne ssary beyond pinning up at the other side of the bed. Whichever of the < 
the p t nd getting out the intubation set positions is adopted, the operator begins 
| + +} 1) it nis a simpler one, don with- 
parents are theretore more ready 
their consent, and the medical man to ‘ 
iSk for it ind ear y operation betters the chance i 
hat it takes less than a minute 
» perforn d) That there is little to do in the 
LV ol rit ip afterwards e) That the after- 
the ist s far less taxing, and gives hlo 
{f more time for other work f) | 
Chat t minority of cases being excluded because pul 
‘them tracheotomy is the more suitable opera- oa 
tion—tl recovery-rate is higher. Cases unsuit 
le for intubation are those in which (i.) the 
diphtheria follows measles; (ii.) the pharynx and 
nose al reatly obstructed by swelling or mem tied 
brat the infection is of the septic type, o1 
tl ‘tion is so urgent that it would be 
I fel ic ! patient 
he ld prepared by pinning it up in a 
Hilary I is for tracheotomy, the shoulders being 
A ' . ut np in a straight-backed chair, ric. 23.—POSITION OF THE NURSES WHEN INTUBATION 
tal Ul hild on her lap. _ Its legs are held firmly PERFORMED WHILE THE PATIENT IS IN BED 





het knees. whil she passes hei 
1! ts mm over rT } e an 7 : 1 
nG bod) vo th blank b, al d taking up an introducer, with, attached to it, tl 
emer peorous , iggling rhe patient . pilot ot the particular tube he is using. The tu 


head rest se her left shoulder A st cond NUrs, Is on the pilot, with the beak at its upper ena 
behind She Chair, grasps the head firmly pointing away from the handle of the introduce 

oF onU har ds, and at the same tim Unless a child is ill-developed on the one hand, or 

musually big on the other, Nos. 1, 2, and 3 tubes 

i! respectively used in the first three years ol 

No. 3 or 4 is used in the fourth year, No. 4 


in the fifth ar lL sixth years. No. 5 is very rare 
employed Some operators use the metal measure 


supplied with O’Dwyer’s intubation set wh 
selecting a tube The tube has a waxed s1 
hread attached to it in a single running loop, a 
this the intubator holds with his little finge 


Then, feeling the entrance to the larynx with his 
left forefinger he inserts the tube with his right 
hand, releases it from the pilot, and withdraws 


the introducer. The gag is then removed and tl 
lk thread brought to the left corner of the mout! 
care being taken not to pull on it. The end of 
the loop is fixed with a piece of sticking-plast 
to the face, near the left ear. So long as tl 
thread remains in place, care must be taken th 
the patient does not get his hands to his fac 
or he may pull at the thread and dra 
the tube out of the larynx. The fact th 
the tube is in place is proved by a peculi 
metallic note when the patient coughs. Son 
intubators remove the thread in a few minuté 
i.e., When it is evident that the tube is actir 
satisfactorily; no instrument is required for this 








Fl é POSITION OF OPERATOR AND NURSES WHEN INTUBA 
IS PERFORMED IN THE SITTING POSITION purpose, except perhaps a gag. 
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\fter intubation, the patient usually coughs a 
1d deal, and it is not until after some minutes 
it all recession disappears and the breathing 
somes quiet. If the thread is to be left in 
ce, check-splints are applied to prevent the 
tient from touching it. One objection to the 
ntinued presence of the thread is that it may 
up salivation; it is then removed. 
Before tracing the ordinary course of intubation 
ses, it will be convenient to refer to those in 


hich emergencies arise or the result is in other 


spects more or less unsatisfactory. It must be 
derstood, however, that the occurrences men- 
med are exceptional, and do not materially 


‘tract from the value of the operation. 


Firstly, it may happen that intubation fails to 
lieve the patient, or even that the obstruction is 
atly increased owing to displaced membrane 
king the air-passage. This is why the thread 
left in the tube. By means of it the tube is 


illed out. The patient may then cough up the 


iss of membrane, or merely a quantity of thick 
icus. Thus the breathing may be freer than 
fore the operation; now and then such a patient 
weeds to recovery without requiring further 
rgical treatment. On the other hand, there 
iy be no relief from the removal of the tube. 
leed, tracheotomy may be urgently required. 


herefore, it is an essential part of the preparations 


intubation to supply emergency tracheotomy 
fruments. 
Secondly, intubation may be successful, but at 
unforeseen moment in the later course of the 
St the tube may become blocked by a loose 
‘e of membrane. As a rule, the tube is then 
izhed up, and the patient is likely to breathe 
rly well for some minutes at least. This time 
uld be utilised by the nurse to make an imme- 
report to the medical officer. While he is 
ning, the nurse should get the tube ready for 
nsertion. She should also look to the 
cheotomy-case, because the state of the patient 
y be very urgent when he arrives. 
(hirdly, blocking of the tube may occur and 
the tube may not be coughed up; the patient 
be in immediate danger of asphyxiation. 
necessary interval before the medical officer 
reach the case then becomes a serious matter, 
| the nurse’s responsibility is proportionately 
reased. Where it is the rule to leave the 
ead in place, the nurse should remove the tube 
“traction.” At the same time the medical 
er should be communicated with. Traction is 
ormed as follows. The nurse passes her left 
efinger to the back of the pharynx, and then 
s on the thread-so that it slides over the end 
the finger. This draws the tube out of the 
in the proper direction, instead of at an 
as would be the case if the thread were 
don from outside the mouth. However, if 
removal of the tube is going to be delayed by 
‘ulty in opening the mouth, and possibly by 
ise of a gag, it is better to pull on the thread 
the outside. When the thread has not been 
in place, the only chance the nurse has of 
ting out the tube is by “expression.” She 











should not attempt this method unless there is 
great urgency. The crown of the patient’s head 
is grasped with the outspread right hand, while 
the left hand is placed round the neck with the 
point of the thumb pressing on the front of the 
trachea just at the lower end of the tube, which 
can be felt. The head is bent as far as possible 
backwards. Then it is brought forward on to the 
chest with a quick movement, while the thumb, 
as it rests on the trachea, is pushed upwards. 
This pushes the tube out of the larynx. The short 
tube of Bayeux is easily expressed, and is found 
in the mouth or falls out of it. O’Dwyer’s tube, 
however, is rather too long, and the end of it is 
apt to remain in the larynx; therefore, after ex- 
pression, the left forefinger should at once be 
passed to the back of the pharynx, and the tube 
if only partly displaced, hooked forward into the 
mouth; if only half out it will probably quite 
block the larynx. With the tube removed by 
either of these methods, the situation becomes the 
same as that considered in the last paragraph, 
except that the patient’s condition will probably 
be more urgent. 

Fourthly, there may be, after a time, gradually 
increasing obstruction, although the tube is 
properly placed. This is most often due to mem- 
brane at a lower level in the trachea. Eventually 
the medical officer may have to remove the tube. 
If the thread is in position, he will do so by 
traction. Expression is a French method, rarely 
employed in England. Therefore, if there is no 
thread, ‘‘ extraction’’ is the method used. For 
this the patient, either in or out of bed, is put in 
the same position as for intubation, and the tube 
is lifted out of the larynx by a special instrument 
called the extractor. 

Fifthly, it is not rare for a patient repeatedly 
to expel a tube by coughing although it is not 
blocked. When this occurs, at Plaistow Hospital 
the following rule is adopted. On the first occa- 
sion, the tube next larger in size is inserted. If 
this is coughed up twice, tracheotomy is per- 
formed. 

Apart from the above five contingencies, there 
is little that taxes the nurse in the management 
of intubation cases. The tube is usually taken 
out on the fourth morning, unless the patient has 
already coughed it up, and its further use has 
been found unnecessary. It may have to be 
re-inserted after a short time. It is then removed 
on the sixth, eighth, and tenth mornings. In 
the great majority of cases it will not have to go 
back on one of these occasions; but if the patient 
cannot do without it by the tenth morning, 
treacheotomy is, as a rule, performed instead. 

Thus it will be seen that in some circumstances 
tracheotomy replaces intubation. And it may be 
said here that intubation is sometimes used to get 
rid of a tracheotomy tube. This is the combined 
use of the two operations mentioned in the first 
article on laryngeal diphtheria. And under the 
same head comes the careful selection of cases for 
tracheotomy or intubation. 

In trying to dispense with intubation tubes 
without tracheotomy, steam is serviceable. Also, 
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the difficulty arises from continued in- 
tion, and possibly ulceration, of the larynx, 
d tubes are used \n ordinary intubation 
d with gelatin while in a hot, and 

state The tube is inserted after 


ne has hardened. The gelatin is medi- 
| 


mol by rolling the coated tube in 

powder 
ild a patient sw illow an intubation tube, 
ilts, as the tube is passed in a motion 


r i pati nt 1s tracheotomised or in- 
should be nasal-fed. This method is 

l naer varlous other conditions and is 
ng agency in modern fever 
\ special tube is passed down the nose; 


hes the pharynx it is passed rapidly 
the csophagus After a few seconds, 


ire that the patient is breathing com- 





4 PATIENT WITH THE NASAL ‘TUBE. 


use there is a slight chance that 
has gone into the larynx, half an ounce 
is allowed to flow down the tube from 


funnel. If this goes down satisfactorily, a 


peptonised milk is given (Fig. 24). The 
is a rule, is fed four-hourly, six ounces 





n at a time here is another method 
ng tracheotomy and intubation cases, 
Casselberry’s position The head is 
} ri the bed, and the patient 
infant’s bottle. It is less satisfactory 
ling, but serves when the latter 
i—for xample, when there is 
plet | ma v blocking of 
| l with s rlet ) 
tinued. ) 
S l Lless S ron 

le i where t 

! Keep a supply « 








THE MYSTERY OF THE 
THYROID GLAND 


N many parts of the world cretinism is 
one and saddening sight, with its distirz 
tive symptoms of goitre, loss of hair, disease 
the skin, and degenerating brain-power. It 
caused by disease of the thyroid gland, an org 





72 


lying next to the thyroid cartilage and crossing 


the upper part of the wind-pipe. 

The frequency of thyroid disease had lor 
attracted the attention of doctors. So-call 
goitre, a swelling of the thyroid gland, which 
slight cases is merely a physical defect, som 
times caused severe illness and even deat 
Therefore it called for the skill of the surgec 
and, though operation was not easy, it was fou: 
usually safe even to remove the gland entire! 
and the wound healed well. Soon, however, 
was noticed that the operation was followed | 
very curious effects on the health. The nouris 
ment of the whole body suffered, especially t! 
skin. The hair fell out, and the skin was puff 
by the accumulation of a watery, slimy fluid, 
condition known as myxcedema. But worse st 
was the mental dogeneration which ended 
complete idiocy. It had to be acknowledg: 


that it would have been better for the patient 


7 


to die of goitre than to lead such an awful exist- 


ence. The cause of these unfortunate surgic 


experiences was cleared up by experiments or 


animals, which had striking results, and show 
the extreme importance of the thyroid in d 


velopment, which, however, varied with different 


animals. Almost without exception, dogs a1 


cats deprived of the gland soon died. Severe 
nervous and digestive disturbances set in, leading 


to violent convulsions and finally to deatl 
Other animals, rabbits, sheep, and apes survive 
the operation, and suffered only from the san 
effects as observed in human beings. Bi 


further experiments demonstrated an important 


fact, that injection of extract of thyroid, ever 


from an animal of another species, reduced tl 
symptoms, and prevented or delayed death 


Then, naturally, laboratory-workers busied them- 


selves to discover the active substance in tl 
thyroid, and Baumann recognised it as a definit 
agent that could be isolated from the gland | 


chemical action, and was distinguished by con- 
taining an element known for long as a con- 
stituent of many lower marine organisms, but 


never suspected as a constituent of the body 


man and higher animals. This substance 
iodins With this iodine-containing extra 
wonderful cures were effected in the ills arisi 


from absence of the thyroid gland. Not on 
those who were deprived of the gland by oper 
but also those in whom it was lacking fro 


rganic causes or congenital defect were cure 
by injection. Even cretinism yielded to tl 
treatment; and the cure was permanent wh 
h tment was begun in early youth. A 
first sight this appears remarkable, since goit 
lenotes an excessive activity of the gland, b 
the swelling in these patients does not conta 
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al thyroid tissue, but degenerate gland, 
secretes ineffective matter. After a few 


s' treatment in some cases, the cedema of the 
ind the dull look gave place to normal fea- 
and an intelligent expression. Moreover, 
ction of thyroid on the bodily growth of 
lren was striking. Some who had not 
n for two years shot up eight inches in the 
se of prolonged treatment. The animal 
ct was also found to promote chemical 
nm in the body, the intensity of combustion, 
umount of oxygen used, the production of 
mic oxide, and the metabolism were in- 
sed. Just as the complete absence of 
jid prevented nourishment, so excess was 
| to induce over-metabolism. In insufficient 
tion of the gland lay the cause of insuffi- 
metabolism which led to the excess of fatty 
From these results the next step was to 

he extract for reducing corpulency, and this 
tried more widely than medical knowledge 
warranted. Fatness was successfully re- 
|, but accompanied by degeneration of the 
‘les and an increase in the activity of the 
and of the heart to a point beyond the 
ts of normal health, and, unfortunately, the 


misuse of thyroid in this way did much harm. 


\nother illness also was explained by this in- 


estigation of the thyroid, that strange weakness 


4 


he 


mpanied by wasting and excessive heart 
n called after its discoverer Basedow’s 
Here there is excess of the thyroid 
tion. Experiments on animals have shown 
ype of cure in this illness also, but they are 
et sufficiently sure to be described. There 


se. 


s much still to be learnt about the function of 


] 
tl 


rr 


Mr 


shiy 







s wonderful little gland, which is one of the 


test of nature’s mysteries. 





BLUEJACKETS AS NURSES 
WM. HARRIS, a petty officer on board the 
tle}, writing to his friends at Stonehouse, Devon, 
the excellent rescue work done by the crew of that 
Messina. All the piers, he says, ‘‘were washed 
and we landed on the sands at the foot of the 
zardens, which we made the base for treating the 
ed. Inside the fence which surrounds the fountain 
tationed one of the ship’s doctors, with three of the 
vy staff, and those of the crew who knew anything 
first-aid treatment. After the injured had received 
1, they were carried down to the boats and taken 
rd, where the other doctor attended to them, beds 
id around the decks. On our return to Messina 
rked 450 refugees, injured. The King of Italy 
board just before we left, and seemed very 
ith the arrangements we had made. There were 
bogies all round the decks, gallons of beef-tea 
en broth, and brandy and wine were provided. 
flannels and serge clothes served out to 
need, and two men with sewing machines were 
ight and day making inside clothes out of flannel 
en and children. Our men carried round the 
lren in their arms to see if they could recog 
f their friends. We had scores of them father- 
endless. The men bathed all the little chil 
le little suits for them, and gave them oranges 


were 


4 said—‘If one man conquer in battle a 
times ten thousand men, and if another conquer 
is the createst conquerors - 


ot 





ETHICS IN THE PROFESSION 
By ec. es Woop 
I.—Eruics 1n TRAINING. 


T is well at the outset to be quite clear as to 

the meaning of the word “ethics”; it is in 
constant use, bandied from one writer to another, 
and may be accepted as a stock phrase 
conveying no direct meaning to the reader. Some 
think that it another way of saying how we 
ought to behave, whilst to another mind it savours 
of a discourse on ideals, and a third regards it as a 
sermon in disguise. The meaning of the word 
covers custom, usage, habit, and may refer to 
personal characteristics, or to the traditions of a 
community; hence when talking of the ethics in 
the profession it means the custom and habits 
which the units of the profession are by degrees 
accumulating around the name and character of 
the trained nurse. 

The profession of the trained nurse is of modern 
origin; it has sprung from the demand of the 
medical profession for a body of trained assistants 
in conjunction with whom, and through whom, 
they might enlarge the sphere of their activities 
in the interests of their patients, and it also 
sprang from the revolt of humanity at the cruelty 
and heartlessness of those who traded in that 
sacred name on the helplessness of the sick. It 
is quite unnecessary to go into the history of the 
evolution of the trained nurse, but it may be well 
just to note that the movement wore a two-fold 
aspect, one religious and the other philanthropic, 
and the object-lesson of the latter aspect was 
given in the hospitals in the Crimea, and was 
taught by the magic personality of Miss Nightin- 
gale. The religious orders had for long been the 
ministers of the sick, but limited as they were by 
the restrictions of the conventual life, such minis- 
trations had of necessity lacked the qualities of 
precision and skill which are now the attribute of 
the modern nurse; but the pioneers of the profes- 
sion, working in close touch with the religious, 
and as it were inheriting their spirit, accepted the 
work of sick nursing as an outlet for the higher 
aspirations of their souls. On this two-fold 
foundation, then, the profession was built up, and 
in studying its ethics it will be shown if, and how 
far, it has shifted from off these foundations, or 
has added to them other structures upon which to 
rear itself. 

It may be said that the most important time 
in the career of the nurse during which she is 
accumulating ethics, is the period of her training. 
Whilst attending lectures. 
through the wards, she is unconsciousl 
lating the moral atmosphere of her surroundings 
and catching the infection of the personalities who 
have this opportunity of impressing themselves 
upon her. But she does not come to the hospital 
an empty vessel, or a blank sheet of paper: 
she brings her own personality, she contributes 
from the outset something of her character and 
moral equipment. She will come 
training morally either bette r or worse for it: she 
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passing 
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hospit il and her coll agues eithe r 
taught her or having 


will 
hette mow 
with, her. 
| ardly POSSI1D1E lor the 
rstand the wonder and 
hospital affects the neophyte ; 
seen no world like it, she 
tandard with which to judge it; it speaks 
language, its manners and customs 
world; for the moment 
carried off her feet, she loses her anchorage. 
Before long she will be immersed in technicalities, 
theori and, as time passes on, she stands face 
to face with disease, suffering, and death; they are 
matters of daily life, and behind them are the 
( so freely and glibly handled, 
The system which 
he hospital seems so rigid that there 
to be no place for tenderness and sym- 
mist hurry from one sufferer to another 
one moment to show the deep compas- 
surging within her; it all looks so 
‘al among the stiff rows of beds, and with 
ghtly ruled time-table in her hand; is 
to turn her into a mere machine, the 
dy the subject, herself the instrument? 
are the ethics, the customs, the 
thought she brings with her to counter- 
idening influences of system and routine 
her, what ethics, what habits can she 
equip her for her life’s work? If she 
from her home the spirit of truth, the spirit 
spirit of faith, she will be able to 
her environment, and 
learn will 


rse for navi 


worked 
{ uninitiated 
surprise 
! tn 
can 


KnOWD 


are of another she is 


great probl ms of life, 


dismissed. 


thoughtlessly 


of purity the 
e through the veil of 
he work she 
highest powers, and demand from 

best; she will see that beneath the 

ust of routine and system there is the 
rvice, the appeal from the suffering and 

her skill and compassion, the oppor- 

riven her to relieve by the bestowal of her 
strength, her leisure, her mental and 

She is there as a learner in the pres- 

her teachers, as a junior in the presence of 
ors, aS a probationer on her trial; will 
add to the truth, purity, and faith that she 
ught with her, the spirit of humility, meekness, 
tende will she make these the 

r days, and by their aid stir up within 

ils with which she entered on her hos- 
Temptations to arrogance, to self- 

to pride, abound in the little world 

finds herself; faith will pale before 

ims of revolt at the sight of suffering, 

ink away in the presence of the victims 
shrivel up in the heat of expediency 


pier 


has come to 


mess ; 


and compromise, unless the probationer looks into 

‘ound her, and buckles 

usness and holiness, 

at home girded her before she 

battl If in this spirit she 

‘Yr time ol probation, and contri- 

best to the ethics of the profession 

she comes out of her training a better 
than when she entered. 





NURSE’S NOTEBOOK 


BUrRNs. 


THE 


EVERAL medical men have lately 
ert woe with various preparations { 
burns. A German doctor has obtained exce 
results with a powder made up of one pari of 
subnitrate of bismuth to two parts of kaolin. Th 
burnt surface, after it has been thoroughly 
cleansed, is covered by a thick layer of | this 
powder, over which is bandaged a layer of ster 
lised gauze, the whole being finally covered | 
thick layers of wadding. This dressing is change( 
every day so long as there is much discharge, 
injured area being submerged in a partial or 
complete bath, according to the extent and tl 
situation of the burn. This powder, the auth 
states, is a very active absorbent, and speedi 
takes up fluid from the burnt tissues, which ar 
converted into a black and desiccated eschar. |: 
burns of a mild degree the area, after the us 
the powder, is covered by a thick crust, whi 
serves as an excellent protection during 
growth of the new epidermis. 

In eases where sloughing has started, 
acid fomentations, antiseptic baths, peroxid 
hydrogen, &c., are used to loosen them and 
lessen septic absorption. Thereafter when sloughs 
are loosened an anesthetic is given and tl 
areas treated as above. 

Burns of the eye, especially when caused 
chemical agents, can be very successfully treated 
and the pain greatly relieved with picric acid. A 
Italian medical man recommends an ointment 
2 per cent. of picric acid to 98 of white vaselin: 
applied two or three times a day, after a few dro 
of cocaine have been instilled. 

Strong soda water is excellent for burns 
scalds. After applying strong soda water as ho 
as can be borne for about ten minutes; dress wit 
olive oil. 

SWEATING 

Ir seems that in lysol we have a perfectly satis 
factory cure for unpleasant sweating, devoid 4 
any poisonous effects. A 3 per cent. solution 
water, or water and alcohol, should be used, ani 
sponged with a rubber sponge for four or fi 
minutes all over the body and extremities aft 
they have been washed. The patient lies 
without being dried. After five days the sweati 
entirely disappears for a fortnight or longer. Th 
treatment can also be used with advantage i 
perspiring feet. 


When the feet burn and are sore and tendet 
from much walking and standing, take a te! 
spoonful of Epsom salts, five drops tincture 
capsicum, and put in a shallow basin of warm 
water, just enough to cover the soles of the feet 
and soak them twenty minutes. This will affo 
relief and cure the burning. 

If your shoes squeak, soak the soles in 
water and rub well with vaseline. 
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THE POINT OF VIEW 
I.—Tue PROBATIONER. 


IGHT Sister seems to think that keeping 
, diary will be a help to me! Well, she 
to know; trained in the Glasgow Infirmary, 
at the Royal Infirmary, Liverpool, assistant 
m at—goodness knows all the grand posts she 
eld, and she has been round the world pretty 
y, one time and another. It does seem so 


in hospitals that sometimes matrons who 


only just done the most ordinary things 
to get posts above the heads of women like 
Sister. I wonder if influence really can— 
ell, Night Sister would say to me herself, 
dear, that’s not your business. What do 
know about such things?” All the same, 
ww fast enough who makes me feel brave, 
sood, and strong, ready to go on drudging 
enty years, if only I could believe I had a 
nable chance of becoming the least bit like 
So if Night Sister really does think that 
nly writing out my misdeeds is going to 
me get rid of them, the least I can do is 
if it will. Only nothing will ever induce 

» let my diary be seen by anyone—no, not 
by my blessed little Sister herself. For 
hings that go wrong are such silly little 
s, and yet it does not seem altogether all 
wn fault either. Only last New Year’s day 
‘said to me, “ Now, don’t be a foolish child, 
stop making new resolutions just because 
re afraid you may not keep them; it’s only 
with any grit in them who dare to fly 

r than they can reach all at once. Put 
two resolutions every day, and perhaps 
manage to keep one of them sometimes.” 
that sounds sensible enough, but it’s the 
thing that the resolution I do manage to 
never seems to do me much good, whilst 
ne I break gets me into hot water all round. 
at to-day! The times I’ve got into trouble 
wing my room untidy, and when I left it 
norning, I declare every matron in London 
have inspected it, and I should have 
them to. Bed made, chair-rungs dusted, 
my terrific glow I even stuffed my new 

n my wardrobe because I knew matron 
seeing band-boxes about, and I don’t be- 
t will ever be fit to wear again. And then 
| matron had had to make an inventory of 
s’ mattresses, and you should have seen 
om when I came off duty at 2 o’clock! 
it wasn’t likely I was going to make my 
roperly twice in one day, but I did cover 
over with my counterpane. Matron 

d to think that was the worst crime of 
How on earth was I to know she was 
the chairman of the hospital round with 
vy of friends that afternoon? Besides, even 
Sister would think Dollie’s birthday party 
important than one’s old bed, surely, and 
he 2.30 train would get me there in time. 
1 gave me a long lecture about private in- 
never interfering with one’s public life— 

t they complain that we nurses get narrow- 





minded. Still, even Night Sister owns I do have 
the most evil luck, and after being gloriously 
punctual for ten days running and no one know- 
ing it, why I should meet matron at the threshold 
the eleventh day because I was 34 minutes late 
is hard to fathom. That was all because of my 
desperate efforts after tidiness, for 1 simply 
could not find a pin to keep my apron band 
together when its last button burst off, just as 
I was coming on duty. Well, yes, I suppose 
there were five buttons that had come off before 
the last one could—and Night Sister says the 
habit of being quick tidily is just as easy as the 
habit of being quick un-tidily; but then, I can’t 
help thinking Night Sister was born tidy; and, 
anyway, she has not got Irish blood in her veins. 
(To be continued.) 


WOMAN’S WIDER WORLD 
ISS KATE GILMOUR, the stewardess of 
the steamship Sardinia, which was destroyed 

by fire in the Mediterranean recently, is the first 
woman to receive Lloyd’s medal for saving life at 
sea. She remained on board the burning ship till 
all the women and children were rescued, en- 
couraging and urging the panic-stricken Arab 
pilgrims to make use of the only means of escape. 





Miss Janet Case, M.A., has been adopted as 
one of the candidates for the seat in the Hamp- 
stead Borough Council, rendered vacant by the 
election of one of the councillors as an alderman. 
There are already two lady members of this 
Borough Council. 


Miss F. M. Harper, M.B., has been appointed 
by the Lancashire County Council as medical 
inspector of schools for the county at a salary of 
£250, rising to £400. She was formerly assistant 
medical officer at St. Helens 

Tue Belgian Chamber has passed a law giving 
industrial women the right to vote for and be 
elected members of joint conferences of employers 
and employed. A similar right was conferred on 
Frenchwomen some time ago by their admission 
to the Conseil des Prudhommes—a right which 
they were not long in availing themselves of, for 
at the succeeding election a woman came out at 
the head of the poll. 


Tue largest and most important gathering yet 
held in Australia of women interested in political 
matters was held in Sydney last October. Several 
of the delegates, we are told, proved themselves 
to be good and effective speakers, and questions 
of State as well as of domestic legislation were 


ably discussed. Some of the papers read were on 
such subjects as State defence, misguided humani- 
tarianism, industrial legislation and the worker, 
uniform laws for infant life protection throughout 
the Commonwealth, the responsibility of indi- 
vidualism. Great public interest was shown in 
the conference, and it is expected that much good 
will result from the commingling of the women 
from the different States. 
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clared that 480 nurses in all would be needed for the fow 


TER RIT¢ YRIAL NURSING SERVICE London hospitals. The Lady Mayoress for the time be 
\ MEETING v od at the Mensien Mame oo was to be chairman of the committee, which should cor 


of the following names, provided they were wil 
to act, with power to add to their number :—L 
Esher, Lady Cornwall, Lady Watson Cheyne, Mrs. Marti 
Holland, Mrs. Robinson, Lady Denbigh, Lady Dimsd 
Mrs. Parsons, Lady Wynne, Lady Barlow, Mrs. Ge 
Byron, Mrs. Bedford Fenwick, Mrs. P. Broom Giles, M 
Harper, Mrs. Makins, Miss Paget, Mrs. Risien Russ 
Lady Susan Gordon Gilmour, Mrs. Frances Hanson, ) 
Dance, Mrs. Ekin, Lady Bingham, Mrs. Lancelot Andre 
» two London divisions. but had been Mrs. Bonney, Mrs. Matthews, Mrs. Walter Spenser, M 
bring both under one body. to aim Wates, Mrs. Theo. Hyslop, Lady Rothschild, Mrs. Cla 
Sir Alfred Keogh. Director- | Langley, Lady MacKinnon, Lady Chubb, the two Secre 
taries, the four Commanding Officers of the General Ho 
pitals, the A.M.O. of each Division. Miss Isla Stew 
(St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, E.C.), Miss Davies 
Mary’s Hospital, Paddington, W.), Miss Swift (Gi 
Hospital, S.E.), Miss Liickes (The London Hospital, | 
Miss Bird (Great Northern Central Hospital, Holloway 
Road, N.), Miss Heather Bigg (Charing Cross Hosp 
Agar Street, West Strand), Miss Neville (West Lon 
Hospital, Hammersmith Road, W.), Miss Cameron (( 
of London Hospital, Diseases of the Chest, Victoria P: 
ement of the last war, as to how E.), Miss Bennet (Metropolitan Hospital, Kingsland Rx 
ed to soldiers, and it was found N.E.), Miss Lloyd Still (Hospital for Consumption, Bro 
ite number of 400 had been re ton, S.W.), Miss Hall (Seamen’s Hospital, Greenwi 
number was practically useless. Miss Finch (University College Hospital, Gower Street 
that due provision of. hospitals W.C.), Miss Bann (The Brook Hospital, Woolwich), h 
el be established befor« Ross (Western Fever Hospital, Fulham), Miss Baz 
this | (Chelsea Union Infirmary, Chelsea, 8.W.), Miss Coch 
be ready. These hospitals St. Marylebone Infirmary, North Kensington, W.), M 
care ind respons bility of the Lucas (8 New Cavendish Street, W.), Miss Jackson 
ilst the 7 nel should be Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W.), Miss Pe 
Oftice themselv After re London County Council School Nurses). 
Miss Hughes in seconding this proposition, decl: 
spoke that, speaking as a nurse, she was proud and glad 
id made in | think that English nurses should have a chance of 
being quite pressing their patriotism. It was a matter of regret 
remem her to hear that nurses were to have no special train 
of nursing needs was essen as, however adaptable a nurse might be, she would 
ving been inaugurated by a woman. it difficult to fit herself to a military system withou 
Spain . little practical experience of it, and a further point t 
vho supported Sir Alfred Keogh. also | consider was the constant fanning of the patriotic flame, 
her firm conviction that this was women’s which, not being called upon for many years, might di 
he felt proud to hear that Aberdeen had down 
lly and resolutelv in the matter. The room was crowded with matrons, who forme 
e, that this meeting was con very representative gathering from hospitals, infirmaries 
indeed highlv necessarv that ind fever hospitals, with the notable exceptions of 
it their disposal should do the London Hospital, St. Thomas’s, Guy’s, Poplar, Brompt 
organisation, rather than that thev and a few others. It was distinctly stated that 
the civil hospitals. who already had names read out had been elected members of this « 
uld attend to properly, and that it was mittee, but we understand that this is incorrect, as the 
to wait until war was upon us before matrons mentioned are, of course, first to be asked if they 
With regard to the suggestion which will serve, and several may refuse, for reasons which 
ch matron should provide a certain explain on another page. 
in the event of war, each civil hospital The following organising matrons have recently | 
for so many, Miss Haldane asked why selected :—Miss Gregory Smith (Western Infirmary, ‘ 
provided ‘‘en masse with the wool and gow), Miss Baillie (Royal Infirmary, Bristol), 
y should be given an opportunity | Sparshott (Royal Infirmary, Manchester), Miss- Deaki 
dividual patriotism and enthusiasm Portsmouth Hospital), Miss Montgomery (Cambridge 
Army Council desire to allow nurses 
| individually, provided always 
fully qualified ind have a three vears’ cer 


Mond last, f the purpose of forming a committee 

to car t the Ultiice proposal tor the ftormation 
f the City of London Territorial 

¢ at three o'clock, with the Lord 

aving been deputed by the Lady 

her behalf, and represent the 

the Uity ol London, while Lord 

County of London Territorial Force 

he is chairman. It had originally 


Service, explained lucidly and 
the Territorial as differentiated 
serve It was carefully ex 
ial body generally, and the 
particular, was not for foreign war, 
ot home invasion Sir Alfred Keogh 
a grave oversight had been committed by 
that no hospitals proper at all had been 
of invasion, the civil hospitals having 
eive sick and wounded. An inquiry 





rise Problematical as 


Ve have 





Nt 





in ackr erica training school of over 100 CATHOLIC NURSES’ ASSOCIATION 


1 been propos that a two years’ certificate 


it was felt that the standard must : 3 : 
IS Grace, the Archbishop of Westminster, will 


fore a three years’ certificate is - ; ; Sao 

: I side at the meeting of the C.N.A. on January ‘ 
at about 4 p.m., at the Convent of the Visitation, 
Members are at liberty to bring a nurse frien 


to date year by year, so as to 
No payment would be given until row. 
when payment would be the 

i's Nursing Reserve. Badges 
who were enrolled. With 

is proposed that matrons A sertes of lectures intended to assist students ent 

second year in a military | for the examinations in hygiene in its bearing on s 
exempt from this, only life. and for women health visitors and school nurses 

There would be four hospitals be held in the Parkes Museum, Margaret Street, W 

7 p.m., under the auspices of the Royal Sanitary | 
that a committee should be tute, beginning on February 15th. A fee of £1 1s 





formed for the purpose of carrying out this scheme, de- be charged for the course. 
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THE BEST FOR THE LEAST MONEY. Three Minutes’ Walk North Aldersgate St. Station. 
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7, 30 (as Gamgee), superior quality. 
Thermometer. A Second, | f COTTON WOOLS, 


, Absorbent, Loose, two qualities. 
The Thermometer that ce Sheet, rolled, one quality. 
ean be relied upon Y »» and tissued, two qualities. 


to give entire GAMGEE TISSUE, 
satisfaction. 











Three qualities. 








2 Minute, : The “Nurse” Clinical LINTS, 
/ Thermometer is manu- Four qualities, 
factured in England. 
The tubes are of the finest WATERPROOF SHEETINGS, 
Jena Glass, fully matured 
before graduation. There is 
no Clinical Thermometer more . - 
reliable than a “Nurse.” Double texture, 36 in. and 72 in. wide. 
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“SCOTT’S Emulsion for incipient or threatening Consumption.” 
“Bronchitis.” 
“Taken with relish.” 


——, Manchester, Mare/ 

“ Dear Sirs,—I have recommended SCOTT’S EMULSION i 
children and adults tn cases of incipient or threatening consumption. TI als 
wt good for childr n afler thev haw bee n atla hed by bron fj itis J lou NH Wl 

4 . . » © os ; > . 
EVIDENCE: severe colds, etc. I think the average child will tak 
in the administration of anv form of medicine to 
elegantly prepared emulsion.” 
Faithfull Vours, 
— ——, MD. CAB, FR.G.S., 
Late Ho. Surg. /nf. & 


tle, with formula, free to any physician, surgeon, or certificated nurse desiring to test SCOTT’S EMULSION. 
SCOTT & BOWNE, LTD., 10 and 11 Stonecutter Street, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C. 











it is well to mention “The Nursing Times” when answering its Advertisements. 











THE 





NURSING 





TIMES 


JANUARY 23, 1909. 





BRADFORD 


NOTES FROM 











THE ROYAL INFIRMARY. 

TT“ HERE has been some talk of late about municipalising 
Dae Bradford Royal Infirmary, the question being 
raised at recent meeting of the City Council. But on 
inquiry at the infirmary it was found that the scheme had 
rone no further than this, and that the hospital authori- 
tle had ! peen apt vid hed in any way on the subject. 
Ihe t n I pital cannot but feel that there is 
room for imp: ment the building, which has seen long 
sel ‘ nd in many ways unsuited to modern nursing 

] But ‘ ittle likelihood, in the present de- 
pre ] te trade in the city, that any new building 
Vill I ice the hearts of the hospital authorities, 
nd igh the work is necessarily harder in 
the m build than it would be in a new one, it 

tl ! ron and staff only throw them- 
tl t KS ith the zest 
A HE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL. 

\t ! lford Children’s Hospital the visitor finds 
1) labour ing, for the handsome build 
ing is f quite recent date, and all the furnish 
ings chos« th an eye for brightness of effect, as well 
as hy riene Ihe nnual Children’s Fancy Dress Ball in 
id of the funds cf this institution took place on January 
14th, at the Great Northern Hotel, Bradford, when among 
the motley-clad dancers the nurses from the hospital, in 
their rose-red print dresses and white caps and aprons, 
made figu picturesque in their way as any there. 

\THERINE’S HOME FOR CHRONICS. 

\ t to St. Catherine’s Home for Chronics, at Brad 

rd hilst it is saddening, is also not without its 
brighte ide, for it shows how much can yet be done for 
those who live from day to day under sentence of death. 
Started sixteen years ago in a single house, the Home now 
i } lsome building of its own, erected ten years 

here | that modern skill can do to make brightness 

nd mfort for the occupants has been done. There are 
twenty-four beds, arranged in small wards of from fou 
beds, nearly all the rooms—for it is as rooms, 

t] thar nal wards, that they appeal to the visitor 

( yn to the street, where the invalids can see the 

pageant of life passing their windows, lounge chairs and 

tre table I 1 home-like effect which the patients 
nust ich appreciate 

Or ] pen to all chronic cases, the home has gradu- 

\ r | levoted to those in the last stages of 

! 1 s pathetic to learn how much hope and 

terest life dawned in the sufferers with the care 

| te received, in many instances, for the first 
time in the ves. Christmas celebrations, even, are un 
some of the poor homes from which the women 

Di d patient who had just enjoyed her second 
Chr the Home—almost, one might say, lived for 
t, for her days med numbered on her first admittance 
r Oo! still spoke to the visitor of the ‘‘not 

lav, but a’most a week ”’ of Christmas festivities. One 

f the saddest é n the Home’s care is surely that of 
tl patier 1 tral 1 nurse, who, struck down in middle 
ige by ri toid arthritis, a hopeless invalid, penniless 
and e in the world, was stranded, until the committee 
of St. ¢ s, stretching a point in their rules, ad- 
mitted ! t Home vhere she now is. 

St. Cath s is staffed by five nurses, under the 
mat M Hadley Scott; a charge nurse, assistant 
chat nd three probationers Miss Scott makes it 
her ist to train her own probationers, taking them 
early, at t vhen at the end of their three years with 








still ready for a general hospital training, 
und tl fact that Miss Scott’s present charge nurse was 
trained I nd is r in her eighth year at the 
H pr how interesting the work is. 
Q.V.J. INSTITUTE FOR NURSES 
Transte nad i pr t) nis Enaland and Wales: 
Miss Isabella N. Callaway, to Kingston from Shoreditch; 
Miss Lilian Coulson, to Kettering; Miss Elizabeth Farqu 
rson, to Morecambe from Bury; Miss Jane Workman, to 


Huddersfield. 








KENSINGTON INFIRMARY 
* PURRED on by their success of last year’s ent 
S tainment, the nursing and medical staff of the above 


infirmary rose to even more ambitious heights this 
year, and gave two entire short piays, various p 

songs and solos in costumes, winding up with a 
‘Grand Opera (p’raps),’”” which was practically all the 


best songs out of The Ge isha, performed by three sist« 


four nurses, and two doctors. The dresses were char 

ing, and the general colour effect very pretty. ‘The 
light, movement, and young life on the stage emphasised 
somewhat sadly the worn faces, crippled limbs, d 
general broken-down look of the audience, who neverthe- 
less seemed to enjoy the fun their own nurses had worked 


so hard for many weeks to give them. ‘The general ent 
tainment was performed in Ward 8 on Friday and Sat 
day night to give all the patients who could be up a 
chance to 

As usual, of course, the poor Suffragettes 


see it 
came 1M as 


a butt for wit, the following conundrum being | 
pounded: ‘‘In what way did Eve differ from the Sut 
ragette Well, Eve offered man the apple, but the Suf- 


>? 


ragette gives him the pip! The nurses’ own fa! 
dress dance took place last week, the two principal prizes 





being awarded to a Jack-in-the-Box for originality d 
Lamp Shade for cheapness. It seems a pity that the 
Guardians having consented, the L.G.B. have found 


themselves unable to grant the petition that the nursing 
staff might have a little bit of garden to sit in, as at 
present they have only a tennis-lawn and nothing els 
The objection was based on the fact that the aged and 
infirm would be deprived of the ground, but it se 

that the objection is not a very valid one, as the age 
have more ground than they can use. 


NEWS ITEMS -¢ 


Tue work of the Gateshead N.A. under Miss Andrew's 
able superintendence is steadily increasing, the prompt- 
ness with which a case of typhus fever (contracted by one 
of the staff) was treated, prevented any spread of the 
illness. The accounts show a deficit which, it is hoped, 
vill be wiped off this year. 





H.R.H. tHe Ducuess or AxBany laid the foundati 
stone of the new Hospital for Invalid Gentlewomen in 
Lisson Grove on Monday afternoon, the lease of ‘the well 
known hospital in Harley Street having nearly run out. 
She was greeted by the singing of the National Anthem 
by the nursing staff, who were assembled on the platform, 
and acted as choir during the singing of the hymns and 
psalm while the stone was being ‘‘well and truly laid 


A WOMAN wearing nurse’s uniform, although giving 
evidence of training, has been prosecuted in Newcastle 
for obtaining money under false pretences. It was all 
that she collected subscriptions on behalf of homes 
friendless girls, and her defence was that she ha 
legitimate ambition to do good to friendless girls 
orphans. The magistrate found her guilty of fraud, and 
bound her over under the Probation of Offenders _A« 


THe quarterly meeting of King Edward’s Coronatior 
Fund for Nurses was held at 86 Lower Leeson Street 
the 13th inst. Present: Miss Shuter, Lady Superinten 
dent, Royal City of Dublin Hospital; Miss MacDom 


R.R.C., Lady Superintendent, Richmond Hospital; Sir 
Andrew Reed, Mr. R. Dowse, Honorary Secretary ; 
Miss E. Cherry, secretary. The Honorary Treasure: 


ported the balance to credit in bank as £114 3s 
Twelve applications for membership were considered nd 
accepted. 


A piscussion took place at the annual meeting of th 
Stafford District Nurse Society as to the need of a certified 
midwife being added to the staff of nurses, but as the 
medical profession were unanimously opposed to t 
course being taken, the question was deferred for fu 
consideration. It was decided not to affiliate with 
County Nursing Association, as there was a strong fee!ing 
expressed against the proposal on the ground that i 
would have the effect of stopping the flow of the sn 
subscriptions in the town. 
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Perfect 
Aprons. 











APRONS AS 


Fine Soft Calico 
Best Irish Union 
Pure Irish Linen 


Carriage Paid on Orders over 
POSTAGE ON SINGLE APRON 


Nee 


T. HUSSEY & CO., 


116, BOLD STREET, LIVERPOOL. 


Estab. 
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ILLUSTRATION 


1859. 


Our Speci 
Gored Apron, 
illustrated, 







al 
as 
is 


quite the nicest 
shape that any 
nurse Can wear, 
fitting as itdoes 
closely round 


the hips 


and 


falling easily 
over the dress. 
The bib is set 
plain into the 
waistband and 


the pocket li 


es 


flat under the 


gored seam. 
We consid 


er 


it a great im- 
provement on 


the 


usual 


gathered shape, 


as it gives 


a 


slender, elegant 


appearance to 
the figure. 
They are 


stocked in 


3 


sizes, 36-, 38-, 


40-inch skirts. 


Finest 4 ~ fold 
irish Collars, 5/6 


per dozen. 


Cuffs, from 6/- 


per dozen pairs. 


Washing Belts, 


fitted with tv 
buttonholes, 54 
Stiffened like 
linen collar 
take either stud 
a buckle, 1/04. 
Strong 
Buckles, 44d. 
STRONG 


USEFUL 
APRONS, 


SKIRTS, 
1/6) & 1/11 


PAWN 
AAD 


10/- 


8d. 


vo 
d, 

a 
to 
or 


Nickel 


ORDINARY 


CAP 
illustrated 


1/O} 
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Guardian 


the 


thirt 


t 
a 


nich 


been appointed, but the 


examination for nurses in Belgium took 
I in October last, being held in 
ind Flemish languages, to suit the needs of 
ndidates [he examinations are, as a rule, 
st about 45 minutes, unless the andidate 
itten examination of about two hours, with 
Candidates who fail to 
succession are no 


ee! entres 


work 
xaminers three 
for examination 
eived diplomas, there being no failures In 

ven Oo were successtul. 


prac al 


times in 


enty it of eign 
en appointed by the Scarborough 
the alleged insuffi ency of nurses 
present ratio is one nurse to about 
the day, and fifty 
recognised ratio is one in 
[wo extra probationers have 
Medical Officer states 
several months to come, 
in solving the diffi 
maternity nursing work from 
infirmary is partly responsible for 
t s ilso due to the congested 
the winter months 


about one to 
proper 


it n htteen 


ient for 
ittle value 


n these days of children’s parties and 

ymes across a village where the 

Christmas treat 

Yet this was the 

Donegal, until the district nurse 

erine Brady conceived the happy 

marty to the children of her patients 

id 36 children to tea; this Christmas 

number to 70 There was a good tea 

vutiful Christmas-tree loaded with pre 

decorated, and some very beautiful in- 

Useful articles of clothing were given to 

mothers vho ime to witness the happy 

beautiful toys to the children them 

f this entertainment was augmented by 

! ey and kind, of many kind friends, in 

NeursinG Times Christmas Distribution Fund, 
of clothing were received 


APPOINTMENTS 


itron, Royal Maternity Hospital 


ve never had a 


of their lives. 
} 





Edin 


Edinburgh, and_ the 
Victoria Infirmary, 
ster); private nursing; Maternity Hospital, 
issistant matron 

idith Emma Lewes Road Hos 
Claybury 
sistant matr 


Matron rs Norton Union In 


Hospital, Redland, 


iour's Infirmary (South 


irk), East 
Green Infirmar 


st Pancras 


iste? Camber 
Infirmary 


ind Stepney ~ 


Dublin. 


siste! 


yal Nat onal 


il (ere 
ht 


nm In 


superin 


In Ghent alone eig! ty-tour 





CLarRK, Miss Edith E. Sister, Bethnal Green Infirma: 

Trained at West Ham Infirmary. Women’s Hospit 

Soho (staff nurse); West Ham Infirmary (staff nu 
and temporary sister). 

ScumMNER, Miss Elizabeth. Superintendent nurse, 
Union Infirmary, Whiston. 
Trained at Crumpsall Infirmary 

assistant matron); C.M.B. 
LAPHAM, Miss Elizabeth 
Norwich. 

Trained at Meath Hospital and County Dublin Infirma: 
Isolation Hospital, Norwich (charge nurse); Cotta 
Hospital, East Cowes, I.0.W. (charge night nurse 
City Hospital, Sheffield (ward sister 

MacasKILL, Miss Isa. Sister, Royal Alexandra Infirma: 
Paisley. 

Trained at Western Infirmary, 
Hospital, Derby (sister). 
Averitt, Miss E. R. Charge nurse, 

Wolverhampton. 

Trained at Staffordshire General Infirmary; Mark 

Drayton Cottage Hospital (district nurse); Q.V.N 
Fear, Mrs. Emma. Charge nurse, Union Infirmary, W 
lington. 

Trained at Torrington 
Workhouse (charge 
trict nurse). 

GovuLtp, Miss A. 
mary. 
lrained at Birmingham Parish Infirmary (charge nursé 


Pres 
ward sister and seco 
Isolation 


Sister, 


Hospit 


Glasgow; Childre: 


Union Infirma: 


Workhouse; Torringt 
Shebbean District (d 


Union 
nurse) ; 
Parish Inf 


Charge nurse, Bristol 





PRESENTATION 

Mr. and Mrs. Mitsom (née Miss Emily Slater) ha 
received a handsome marble clock and set of books fr 
the staff of Stapleton Workhouse on their leaving 
take up the appointments of master and matron of Rx 
Workhouse. 
staff at Stapleton U.1I. 

DEATHS 

We regret to learn of the death at Mansfield Infirma 
of Probationer Nurse Brentnall as the result of an ope: 
tion for appendicitis z 

THe sad death of Nurse Elizabeth M. Crayston, of t 
Royal Infirmary, Liverpool, once again brings a warni! 
against the use of such inflammable material as cott: 
wool for fancy dress. It occurred last week, when 
number of the nurses were present at a whist drive 
fancy dress. After the game, Miss Crayston, who wv 
in a ‘‘ Werewolf’s”’ costume ornamented with cotton-we 
near the fire, and her dress became ig:. ted by 
live coal on the hearth. Nurse Griffiths and anot] 
nurse immediately endeavoured to smother the flames w 
a hearthrug, but she succumbed two days later from t 


effects. 


stood 


ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT 
Lecat RicurTs 

SUBSCRIBER.—If you were definitely engaged fo 
month, and your employer gave you no opportunity 
taking the case, you are certainly entitled to your mont 
well as a sum to cover board and lodging 
See the case reported on p. 54 of last wee 
TIMES 


COMING EVENTS 

Janvary 27TH.—Lecture on ‘‘Some Practical Points 
e Treatment of Ear, Nose, and Throat Affections,’ 
| \. Logan Turner, in the Extra-Mural Theat 
Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh, 4.30 p.m. Free to trai 
hurses 

JANUARY 27rH.—Meeting of the 
League at Mount Vernon 

Address to Nurses by Mr. H. Paterson, F.R.( 
Train leaves Street 4.30 p.m. Nurses 
invited, but asked to send post-card beforehand. 
Janvary 29rm.—Annual Conversazione of Nurses, 
Thomas’s Hospital, 8 p.m 
Fesrvary lst.—Lecture on 
Institute, Margaret 


fee, as 
laundry. 


NURSING 





Nurses’ Total Ab 
ence Hospital, Northw 
> p.m. 


Baker cord 


Sanitary Science, 
Sanitary Street, W. 


Mrs. Milsom was formerly on the nursing 
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TO MEMBERS of the NURSING PROFESSION. 


SEND FOR THIS FREE TRIAL PACKACE OF NEW FOOD THAT HELPS THE NURSE. 


’ VERY reader of Tue Nursinc Times is now given and kettle. Or if there is a fire in the room, the water 
ithe opportunity of making (free of any charge or can, of course, be quickly boiled there. A tablespoonful 
ition whatever) a personal test of the merits of the or two of Giaxo in a cup, the addition of boiling 
ill-milk-and-nothing-but-milk food, Gtaxo. which water. and the most satisfying, strengthening, invigorat 
eing so strongly recommended by the highest Medical, ing, and delicious food-beverage is instantly prepared 
pital, and Nursing authorities of this country. There is as much nourishment in one ounce of GLAxo 
LAXO is not an ‘ ‘ordinary’’ food. It is prepared as there is in a pint of the richest cows’ milk, and it 1s 
the purest milk of specially selected healthy cows much more easily digested, so that it is a splendid food 
ich a way that it is absolutely Germ-Free, and free for all who are troubled with dyspepsia and other 
of any contaminating or extraneous matters, whilst digestive troubles. 
has been so modified as to render it easily digestible lf taken just before bed-time, it ; 
ven the most delicate digestive system. refreshing. dreamless sleep even for those who are 
ywws’ milk, so frequently ordered both for patients afflicted with wakefulness and insomnia. {It soothes the 
nurses because of its extremely nourishing qualities, over-wrought nerves, rests the wearied brain, and 
iils a considerable expenditure of strength for its strengthens and refreshes the tired body. It can be 
per digestion in the human stomach. Very often it taken in any form, either by itself or mixed with cocoa, 
not be taken by those to whom it would otherwise do coffee. or milk puddings. When taken by itself ite 
t good. This is where one of the great merits of flavour is greatly improved by aerating it—that is to 
‘xO comes in. Gtaxo retains all the nutritious say, by pouring it, after adding the boiling water, from 
‘ities of ordinary milk, and yet at the same time is one glass to another until it is rendered frothy and 
ly digested. creamy. 
or Nurses who do not desire to expend unnec essary But a personal test is worth all the written recom 
ey in digesting their food, it is therefore invaluable. mendations in the world. For the special benefit of 
invalids who require strength to get well, Guaxo readers of THE Nurstnc Times a trial package has been 
be found to greatly supplement nursing skill. prepared, containing 
GLAxo is in the form of a milky powder. All the FRE? 
er which forms so large a proportion of ordinary milk to 
been extracted, and only the’ “‘goodness”’ of the Readers 
is left. Graxo is therefore all-food, and contains THE 
energy-exhausting waste. It will keep for any length NURSING | urity, digestibility 
time, and can be prepared in any strength required TIMES. ,_, ood-value. 
simple addition of boiling water. This sample trial Graxo package will be 
a nurse, for instance, wants something to sustain of all charge or obligation to any — ot 1 HE NURSING 
ind strengthen her during the long night watches, all Tres who will write for it to { +LAXO,”’ DEPOT IL., 
requires is a supply of Graxo and a spirit-lamp 88 Gracechurch Street, London, EC. 


will induce sound, 


sent free 





The Reliable House for all High- 


jp eee 
Class French Farm Produce and 
Table Delicacies, Warranted Pure 
and Genuine, and specially re- 
commended: by_ Physicians, 


HONEY.— = arranted to be absolutely pure, as gathered by the bee from the choicest flowers grown. Produced under 
pertect conditions. 
BUTTER.—The delicious butter sold by M. E. MARSDON is guaranteed to be churned each morning from pure fresh 
Cream-collected daily from the farms, and is absolutely free of any preservative matter. The price is 1/6 per lb 
Tne special blends of M. E. MARSDON possess that delightful fragrance and delicacy of flavow ippealing 
esistibly to all of discriminating taste. 1/6, 1/8, and 2/6 per lb. 


COFFEE.—The Rea/ French Coffee as enjoyed by the Parisians. Unequalled for flavour and richness of aroma. 1/6 and 
2/- per lb. orders by Post or Telephone promptly executed. Families waited on daily. 


idress: 95, High St., Marylebone, London, W. 1 Depats at32, Westpourne Grove, and 17. Crickle- 








Just out. 5s. net. 


YOUTH Human Foods and their 


will ever be one of the most beautiful 


things to behold. Surely, therefore, Nutritive Value. 


it behoves one to preserve one’s 


youth, It can be done quite naturally By Prof. HARRY SNYDER, B.S. 


by the use every nightand morning of 





In a concise form this book deals with the composition und 


Oati ne | physi il properti ot foods, and discusses some of the main 
factors which aflect their nutritive value It i ved that 
; a better understanding of the subject of nutrition will sugges 
OUR OFFER-— sr I ways in which foods may be selected and util 


- we ‘BEAUTY ligently, with the result not only of pecuni 


HINTS,” and Free Saaniiee f eight of the OATINI } “6 . 4. 
srati also of greater physical and mental etticienc: 





The Oatine Co., 249a, Denman Street, London, S.E. MACMILLAN & CO., LTD., ST. MARTIN'S STREET 
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THE ENGAGEMENT OF NURSES 
FOR CONFINEMENTS 
By a BarrisTer-at-Law. 
HERE was recently tried at the Bristol 
County Court (and reported in the Lancet) 
an action in which the plaintiff, a maternity nurse, 
failed to recover her fees under circumstances 
which rendered her case a peculiarly hard one. 
[he facts appear to be as follows. The plain- 
tiff was definitely engaged for one month from the 
last week in May or the beginning of June, in 
order that she might nurse the defendant’s wife 
over her confinement. Owing to an irregularity 
in the course of pregnancy, the birth of the infant 
took place on May 2nd, at which time the plaintiff 
was engaged on another case, and was unable 
to attend. Consequently, another nurse was 
engaged by the defendant, and the plaintiff imme- 
diately after received a letter stating that her 
st would not be required ‘‘ next month.’’ 
ro this the plaintiff replied that she would see 
what could be done and would try to get another 
case; this, however, she was unable to do, and as 
the defendant would not meet her claim for the 
agreed fees the plaintiff brought an action against 
him for them 
[he judge held that the basis of the contract 
rust be taken to be the birth of the child about 
» calculated time, and that as in this case this 
aken place beforehand, owing to no fault 
of either party, the contract was off at the date 


‘rvices 


f the birth, and accordingly he gave judgment 
for the defendant with costs—thus holding the 


erse of what the Westminster County Court 


udge had held in a similar case a short time 
previously. 

"} judgment, taken for what is it worth, 
opens up a serious prospect for maternity nurses 
If it be good law, then it follows quite naturally 
that a particularly unfortunate maternity nurse 
n spite of having secured a number of 

ments, fail to obtain any remuneration for 


tl periods they cover. 

\t the hearing of ise, if was argued on 
hal plaintiff that the contract was an 
ibsolute contract with the nurse to engage her 

: tain period, i.e., for a month from an 
l tin and that the nurse had kept that 
from other engagements, and was ready 

to render the agreed services when 
It was further urged that the 
the birth of the child at an earlier 


} 
tne cf 


that time came 


} appe ning of 


late,was not such an occurrence as would render 
the performance of the contract impossible, and 
that as tl ‘contract was a positive one there 
ould not: be imported into it a condition that 
because of the birth not happening at the exact 
date expected the defendant was freed from his 
vbility to pay. The Herne Bay Steamboat Co. 


was cited in support of these con- 


v. Hutton cas 


MIDWIFERY 





On the other side, the argument has been pu 
forward that the happening of the birth was th 
basis of the contract. If it had not been for “th 
mutual expectation of the birth of the child a 
the calculated time,” no contract would hav 
been made. This being so, it is argued that on: 
of the principles in Taylor v. Caldwell applies 
that where the performance of a contract becomes 
impossible from some cause for which neither 
party is responsible, and the party sued has not 
warranted that the event, the non-occurrence of 
which has caused the contract to be incapable of 
performance, shall take place, then both parties 
are excused from the performance of the contract. 
The case of Krall v. Henry—one of the Coron 
tion procession cases—is quoted in support of thi 

There can be no doubt that a case so briefly r 
ported as this presents some difficulty to the 
lawyer. There is an extreme nicety in the balan 
of legal principle on the facts before one. Cons 
quently, it may be more useful to the readers 
this journal if one deals with the general law 
the subject, and then applies it to this and simila 
cases. 

In the famous case of Taylor v. Caldwell, 
was laid down that where there is a positive con- 
tract to do a thing not in itself unlawful, the con- 
tractor must perform it, or pay damages for not 
doing it, although, in consequence of unforeseen 
accidents, the performance of his contract has 
become unexpectedly burdensome, or even im- 
possible. ‘* You shouldn’t promise what y 
can’t perform,” is a familiar saying; no one is 
obliged to enter into an absolute and unqualified 
undertaking. A person entering into an agr 
ment is at liberty to provide for as many contin- 
gencies as he pleases; and if he chooses to promis 
absolutely when it is in his power to promise co) 
ditionally, he has only himself to blame if the 
sequel should prove unpleasant. That is the la‘ 
as to an absolute and unconditional agreement 
do a certain thing. 

But when from the nature of the contract 


i eA 


parties must from the beginning have known that 
it cannot be fulfilled unless when the time for 
the fulfilment of the contract arrived some par- 


ticular specified thing or state of things contin 
to exist, so that, when entering into the contr: 
they must have contemplated such continuing 
existence or state of things as the foundatior 
what was to be done—then, in the absence « 
any express or implied warranty that the thing 
or the state of things shall exist, the contrac? is 
not to be construed as a positive contract, 
as subject to an implied condition that the parties 
sfiall be excused in case, before breach, perform- 
ance becomes impossible from the dissolution of 
the thing or the state of things without defau!l 
of the contractor. That is the law as to a lim 
and conditional agreement to do a certain thing— 
subject, I would add, to the expansion giver 

it in the case of Krall v. Henry in the Court of 
Appeal. 
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A Novelty that commends itself to all 
: users of Bandages. 
h 
h 
m8 
ni La 
* DR. ROWLAND’S PATENT. 
Two sifZEes, SRO L/= & S/S. 
‘ ADVANTAGES :— . It should be found 
: It is always ready. in every Surgeon’s 
Li It is always clean. and Nurse’s Bag 
re- | . 
It is very portable. , 
-_ scwgpeesseg i... and First Aid . 
nee It is a great time saver. > 
ad It is durable. i sien : Ambulance Cases. 
il - May be obtained from any Chemist, or direct from 
| Ss. MAW, SON « SOn Ss, 
ae SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKERS, 
a 7 to 12, Aldersgate Street, London, E.C. 
has § 
in b 4 
» {| Don’t 
‘ | 
reo fl Tamper | 
“ | ‘ the danger signals, headaches, indigestion and sleep \ 
oe They are often forerunners of a nervous break- \ 
law In many people these are caused by the drug \\\ 2 \\ 
t PP ere \\ For Infants, Invalids and \ 
. \Y the Aged Benger’s Food is 
Better use \\ : iB \ 
= \{| soothing and satisfying. \ 
| \\ 
par- \\) ‘ : \ 
ued Bi POS UM \ It is made with fresh, \ 
rac \ ‘ \\ 
ving | \\ new milk when _ used, \ 
not HT , delicious fo age, entirely free from drugs. \\ is dainty and delicious, \\ 
. | nly from field grains. \ highly nutritive and most \\ 
tir \\ - a 
tie | | Send this Coupon for liberal Free Sample \ easily digested. \ 
orm | Grape-Nuts Co., Ltd., \ Benger’s Food is sold in tins 6 \N 
: = | 80, Bangor House \ Chemists, etc., everywhere. ‘ 
Tau So! zane B.C. ; 
| : SI I , EC ue 
y \\\\Y \\ \\\\\\ \ AY W\\\\ NY 
({rocers and Stores sell at 1/- per packet. AWW KK I \\ , \\\ \\ IT XY 
Cheaper than tea or coffee. 
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INDIA-RUBBER HOT WATER BOTTLES 


AT REDUCED PRICES. 


Guaranteed Guaranteed 


BRITISH | | BRITISH 


INCLUDING FITTINGS. 
“SONILLIA LNOHLIM 
6/f 


MAKE. MAKE. 
| THE MATERNITY BAG 


AS SUPPLIED TO THE EDUCATIONAL CLASSES OF THE 
LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL. 


Price 8$/G complete. 


CONSISTING OF 
Nail Brush 
Carbolic Soap, pure 
our 1l-oz. Bottles with corks 
blue, two white) each 
ent Jar 
ser 
Hank of Thread 
ints 1/- Carbolized Tow... 
terilizabl Bottle of Cyllin 
1/6 Cyllin Soap ‘ 
Special Terms if taken in quantities Any of the above fittings taken separately would be charged as above. 


THE MEDICAL SUPPLY ASSOCIATION, 


228-230, Gray’s Inn Road, London, W.C. 


CENTRAI Telegraphic Address: ‘‘GREVILLITE, LONDON. 
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Every Lady should Know 


that Southalls’ Sanitary Towels are a comfort, convenience, and saving of the 
cost of washing, and an absolute necessity to health— 


SOUTHALLS’ Towels 


the greatest invention of the age for women’s comfort, are sold in silver packets, 
each containing one dozen, by drapers, ladies’ outfitters, and chemists everywhere. 

A trial will immediately convince that there is no real substitute for these goods. 
A Sample Packet, 1ining six towels in the four standard sizes, post free in plain wrapper 
6 stamps from the Lady pom ager, 17, Bull Strect Birmingham 

Re Prices to ers ¢ e Medical and Nursing Professions 
Southalls’ Compressed Towels tiny silver p anoniy %4 Sathas ten ize A, ; B, 14d. ; C, 9d. 
ae presestive Apron a use with ithall . Very light. Waterproof. 
’ ¢ ne J I ery durable 'P ice 2s 
POUTHALLS" SANITARY SHEETS (fo wv accouchement), in three sizes. ., 2s., and 2s. 6d. each. 
Fy 


ym all Drapers, Ladies’ Outfitters, and Chemists. 











helps you to eat and feeds you. 
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whole question before one now is to apply 
principles to the case. And in doing this, 
s helped by the judgment given by Lord 
ce Vaughan Williams in the case already 
ed to—-Krall v. Henry. ‘‘ Was the event,” 
sked, “which prevented the performance of 
mtract of such a character that it cannot 
mably be said to have been in the contem- 
m of the parties at the date of the con- 
’’ If the answer is ‘‘ Yes,’’ then the parties 
leased from further performance of the 
act; if the answer is ‘* No,’’ then they are 
so released. ‘‘ The test seems to be,’’ said 
Justice Vaughan Williams, ‘‘ whether the 
which causes the impossibility was, or 
t have been, anticipated and guarded 
st.’ If so, why not a conditional under- 
ig to employ instead of an absolute one? In 
‘ase, can one reasonably say that miscarriage 
remature birth would be an event that was 
in the contemplation of the parties at the 
of the contract? Would not an expectant 
ier, and, in particular, would not a maternity 
, have such a contingency present in their 
s? I submit that such a common, well- 
n fact as the birth of a child previous, and 
a long time previous, to the assumed date 
confinement, must have been, and reason- 
must-have been, in the minds of the parties 
s contract; and consequently when the ex- 
int mother herself fixed the time when the 
should come, and the period for which that 
should render her services, she took upon 
lf the risk that attends an absolute promise. 
the object the mother had in engaging the 
was to be nursed at and over her confine- 
but she did not engage the nurse to nurse 
her confinement whenever that event 
d take place. On the contrary, she stipu- 
that in any case the nurse should come at a 
date and remain for a certain period. 
might even be said that the action of the 
unt mother in so fixing the date amounted 
hat Lord Blackburn meant when he referred 
express or implied warranty that the thing 
state of things shall exist. At any rate, in 
linary sort of case, when the date fixed 
expectant mother—not, be it noted, by 
rse, who is at the mercy of the mother in 
» matter—proves to have been a gross mis- 
ition, it may be argued that such miscalcu- 
amounts to what Lord Blackburn called 
ilt’’ on the part of one party to the con- 
But-I do not think it necessary to 
ir as this, and I should be content to advise 
cases of miscalcujation resulting in the 
a child so long before or so long after 
med date as to prevent the nurse from 
ng her part of the contract, the nurse 
have a right of action against the mother 
r husband—for the agreed fees upon the 
that although the common uncertainty 
exact date of the birth of a child 
ve been present in the minds of both 
ting parties, yet the expectant mother deli- 
took the risk and fixed the absolute date 
she required the nurse to come, and the 


ver 


1s 


period for which she desired her to remain. Such 
an undertaking amounted for that period to an 
absolute promise to retain the nurse’s services. 
Consequently, in this class of case—which is very 
much in the experience of maternity nurses—the 
principle of Taylor v. Caldwell applies, namely, 
that there is a positive contract of employment 
for a definite time, and the employer is liable to 
perform his part of the contract, even though in 
consequence of an unforeseen accident the per- 
formance has become impossible, and, therefore, 
for this unavoidable breach of contract is liable 
to pay damages. 

I may add that I do not see that the Herne Bay 
Steamboat Co. v. Hutton is a case which would 
support the plaintiff in the action 
above. 
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MATERNITY WARDS AT 
MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL 


“T“HERE are one or two points of especial interest con- 

| nected with the nursing side of the new maternity 
wards at the Middlesex Hospital, the most important 
being that in future the nurses attached to this training 
school will have the chance of going in for their C.M.B. at 
reduced fees, compared to outside pupils. Outside pupils, 
whilst eligible, will have to pay the full fee of £26, pro- 
viding their own uniform. Middlesex nurses, who will be 
eligible for this branch after having done two years of 
their training, will only pay £21, and may wear uniform 
provided by the hospital. Both classes of candidates to be 
taken on as vacancl ur. 

Any Middlesex nurse who takes the opportunity of a 
vacancy before having completed her full three years’ 
training, will be expected to make that three months up 
at completion of her ordinary training time. At present 
the staff consists of a sister-midwife, trained at Queen 
Charlotte’s; a staff midwife, who also trained at Queen 
Charlotte’s, and at the Middlesex Hospital; two pupil 
midwives, and two wardmaids. One of these pupils was 
a Middlesex nurse. Later, as the cases in num 
ber, more pupils can be taken, and this is likely to happen 
soon, as the demand on these wards is already becoming 
heavy. This not to be wondered at, as they not 
only very pretty in soft tints of green and pure white, 
with teak swing doors everywhere, but they look cosy and 
homelike at the same time. In the labour room the appli 
ances are most modern and complete, including super- 
heated steam sterilisers for instruments, hands, hot water, 
&c., all manipulated by feet and elbows. The babies’ 
washing basins in the labour room are most cleanly, as 
there is a space between everything, and it would be im- 
possib'e for the minutest fraction of dirt to lodge any- 
where. The babies’ bathroom has washing baths some 
what resembling the ones at the City of London Lying-in, 
invented by the matron there. The present upant of 
the incubator is one of twins from off the district, the 
other twin having died. Should the labour-room be occu- 
pied, a mother can lie in the connecting passage, and 
when the door bears the word ‘‘Engaged,’’ the labour 
room occupant can be taken out by the balcony. There 
is a district midwife, who will have the help of a pupil 
later, as well. 
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THe midwife summoned at Lincoln for giving a false 
statement regarding a birth certificate which she filled in 
has been severely censured and fined. The woman stated 
that the child was stillborn, whereas in cross-examination 
during the legal proceedings, she said “‘she was sorry, 
but she had made a mistake in saying she was present 
at the birth.”” The doctor who was asked by the mid- 
wife to go and see the child refused to give a certificate 
(as the child was then dead), and by examination ascer 
tained that the child had certainly breathed, and had 





it been properly attended to at birth might have lived. 
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MIDWIVES’ DEFENCE 
ASSOCIATION 
GENERAL meeting of members of the Midwives’ D 
p, nce Association was held at the Midwives’ Institut 
12 Buckingham Street, Strand, on Monday, January 18t 
Mr. Watts (secret iry to Queen Charlotte's Hospital) 
in the chair, and amongst those present were Miss Davie 
Mary’s Hospital; Mrs. Lee, Miss Buchan; 
cd Inspector of Midwives, Hertfordshir 
Brighton), Miss Wilson, Miss R. Paget, ar 
representing the Midwives’ Institut 
s of a purely formal nature, the meet 
illed for the purpose of approving of 
ly passed by the Committee of the As 
vork of the Midwives’ Defence Associati 
be incorporated with the work of 
The resolution embodying this d 
ried unanimously It was that t 
ion should be 12s. 6d. per annum, 5s. to go 
and 7s. 6d. to the Defence Fund 
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INFANT LIFE PROTECTION 

\ ISS FRANCES ZANETTI, Inspector under t 
l Infant Life Protection Act, 1907, for the Chorlt 
Union, in her eleventh annual report, states that duri 
the past twelve months the cases within the Act numbered 
twenty-one (comprising fifty-two children). In addition 
to these she visited twenty-three cases (comprising twenty 
ildren) which did not come within the purview of 
wenty being cases in which one child only was 


seven ch 
the Act, 
maintained. 

The standard of the 
very cases being excellent, 
of the latter cases, the nurses gave up the 
younger nurse- hild on the inspector’s advice. With th se 
exceptions, Miss Zanetti found that the nurses welcomed 
rather than resented inspection, and were amenable t 
advice respecting the care and management of the babi 

Miss Zanetti points out that, under the auspices of 
Children Act, 1908, the large numbers of illegitimate cl 
dren nursed away from their natural guardians will 
adequately safeguarded and protected, and it may reas 
ably be supposed that baby-farming will soon be a th 
of the past 


within the 
and in 
care of the 


cases 


twenty-one 


was good, ven 





CENTRAL MIDWIVES BOARD 

SPECIAL meeting of the Central Midwives Board, 

A unde the penal provisions of the Act, was held 

Thursday, January 14th, when two cases adjourned f1 
the last meeting were under consideration. Maria Booth, 
Wigan, was charged with neglecting to advise the at- 
tendance of a registered medical practitioner in a case 
of hemorrhage, and with various breaches of the rules. 
The Board found the charges proved, and censured he 

midwife 
atherine Walls (L.0.S. Cert Berks, was charged 
ss when on duty as a midwife at Princess 
Home, Windsor, and with being 
. y drinking to excess.”’ This mid 
not returned her certificate as required, nor 
informed the Board of her address, or sent an} 
the charges alleged against her The Board 
evidence proved, and directed that her name 

roll and her certificate cancell 
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ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT 

If the midwife is practising under a 
and not the one by which she is enter 
the roll, the Local Supervising Authority will no 
warn her As to the other point, we doubt if the 
tral Midwives’ Board would take any action, so k 
the midwife’s work was satisfactory. 
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